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Course Objectives:   

Basic folk guitar techniques are emphasized.  Students will demonstrate mastery of the following skills and concepts:


I.
Tuning Methods: match pitch tuning and fifth fret tuning


II.
Primary chords in common keys


III.
Strumming and fingerpicking accompaniments



IV.
Song leading skills

Group instruction and periodic evaluations will be structured to facilitate mastery of the basic skills.

Required Materials:

Guitars will be assigned for use.  Mr. Jim Broadhurst from Instrument Storage will distribute the guitars at first class meeting.  All instrument concerns (strings, bridges, etc) should be addressed with Mr. Broadhurst in room 7, Hughes Hall. 

Three-hole ring notebook (1-1/2" or 2"); Sectional dividers

Contemporary Class Guitar, Book 1- Will Schmid.  Hal Leonard Publishing Corp; Milwaukee, WI. 

HL00699225 ($9.95)

Expectations:

Steady guitar and vocal skill improvement, attendance, and active class participation will be stressed throughout the course.  Grades will reflect these student and musical behaviors.

Students will participate fully in individualized instruction as indicated by instructor.  Course grades will reflect participation and progress in skill development.

Students are expected to practice their guitar skills outside of class. Guitars are available to check-out from the Instrument room for students to use in the practice studios on the fourth floor of Hughes Hall. Please bring your student I.D. to check out an instrument.

Grading Criteria:  

Check-up #1
18 points

Check-up #2
18 points

Check-up #3
18 points

Check-up #4
18 points

Trajectory
  8 points

Final check-up
20 points

Total
             100 points

Note: The Final Exam is a cumulative check-up and is also 20% of the total grade.
A or 4.0 

95-100 points 

B+ or 3.5
90-94 points

B or 3.0  
89-85 points  

C+ or 2.5
80-85 points

C or 2.0 
 
79-75 points 

D+ pr 1.5
70-74 points 

D or 1.0   
69-65 points

You will be expected to do as well as your previous experience allows you. Since these are cumulative skills, and since some students make rapid progress in ability, there is a 10%  “trajectory” component, to 

compensate for relatively poor early performance that is overcome later in the course. The intention is to not penalize you for failing to work at a level to which you eventually rise. (This grade cannot hurt you, 

only help those who start slow.)
Please Note:
No incompletes will be given in this course.

All check-ups will be given in class on the date designated by the instructor.  Check-ups missed may not be made up.  Substitute assignments will not be given.

Ability Statement:

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities. Thus, The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty. Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.” 

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct. 

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University. 

If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course, please contact me.

MUS 101.37

Functional Guitar Course Outline--Winter 2006

	Week
	SONG
	LEFT

HAND
	ACCOMPANIMENT

	Week 1


	Syllabus/Assign guitars

Row Your Boat
	D chord
	Continuous strum and singing

	Week 2a


	Song Sheet #1

Tom Dooley p. 15

Polly Wolly
	D and A7

p. 46
	Smooth changes

	Week 2b


	Down in the Valley p. 15

(Practice for Check-up)
	D and A7 Memorize
	Starting Pitches

Tuning

	Week 3a


	Check-up #1

(One song performed with group singing)
	D and A7
	Starting Pitch

	Week 3b


	Song Sheet #2

He's Got the Whole World p. 9

Clementine

Skip to My Lou
	A p. 68

and E7 p. 87

(I, V7)

A and E p. 74
	A, E, F# starting pitches

Alternating Bass (RH)

D-DU, Key (I, V7)



	Week 4a


	Song Sheet #3

Jamaica Farewell

Jet Plane
	A, D, E7

(I, IV, V7)
	Introduction

D-DU-UDU

	Week 4b


	Review all songs


	Review
	Review

	Week 5a


	Check-up #2

(Perform 1 song from SS 2 or 3)
	
	

	Week 5b


	Song Sheet #4

Silent Night

Groovy
	A, D, E7
	Smooth changes

Arpeggio picking p. 61

	Week 6a


	Song Sheet #5

Flowers p. 31

On Top of Old Smoky

	
	Alternating Bass

	
	
	
	

	Week 7a


	Review
	Review
	Review

	Week 7b


	Check-up #3

Peer Assessment 

(SS 3, 4, 5)
	
	

	Week 8a


	Stewball

Song Sheet #6


Red River Valley 

The Gambler

This Land p. 43

Amazing Grace p. 44
	Em p. 26

G p. 14
	

	Week 8b


	Song Sheet #7

Worried Man Blues p. 62

Review all songs
	
	

	Week 9a


	Check-up #4

Present 2 Songs 

(Song Sheet 4, 5, 6, & 7) 

One demonstrate RH Technique & One performed as a Solo
	
	

	Week 9b


	Blowing in the Wind

Round the Mountain

Home on the Range
	C p. 8

& D7 p. 14
	Eyes off guitar


Transpose

	Week 10a


	Song Sheet #8

Waltzing Matilda

Edelweiss

(Hush Little Baby)
	G, C, D7

D, A7, and G
	

	Week 10b


	Review
	
	

	Exam Week 


	Final Check-up:  continued


	
	


Assessment standards provided for:  Basic Level, Proficient Level, Advanced Level

*Changes may be made in the calendar to accommodate the materials.
FUNCTIONAL GUITAR CHECK-UP

Number ______

NAME _______________________________________________________ 

DATE __________________

SONG TITLE(S): _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Assessment standard attempting:  (Check one)


Basic Level 
_________


Proficient Level
_________ 


Advanced Level
_________

SKILLS
1.
Began without nervous mannerism or hesitations

Y
N


2.
Maintained appropriate posture, hand/arm positions

Y
N
1

3.
Maintained eye contact with group



Y
N


4.
Spoke, sang loud enough and in tune


Y
N
1

5.
Played instrument loud enough



Y
N
1

6.
Played and sang without stopping



Y
N
1

7.
Began song with instrumental introduction


Y
N
2

8.
Gave correct starting pitch




Y
N
2

9.
Gave correct starting rhythm (Words start on correct beat)
Y
N
2

10.
Played correct chords




Y
N
2

11.
Sang correct melody and in tune



Y
N
2

12.
Strummed/picked steadily, accurately


Y
N
2

13.
Guitar was tuned accurately



Y
N
2

Note: Each Check up is valued at 18 points




_________

An 8 point trajectory is built in for progress—see page one

The Final Exam is 20% of the total grade












18

